
Maundy Thursday 
April 9th, 2020 
 
Invocation 
 
Opening Song: “Is He Worthy?”  
  
First Reading: Mark 14:17-31 

17 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve.  18 And as they were reclining at 
table and eating, Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is 
eating with me."  19 They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, "Is it 
I?"  20 He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with 
me.  21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the 
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born."   
 
22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
them, and said, "Take; this is my body."  23 And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it.  24 And he said to them, "This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.  25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink 
again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God."   
 
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  27 And Jesus 
said to them, "You will all fall away, for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the 
sheep will be scattered.'  28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee."  29 
Peter said to him, "Even though they all fall away, I will not."  30 And Jesus said to him, 
"Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three 
times."  31 But he said emphatically, "If I must die with you, I will not deny you." And they 
all said the same. 
 
Prayer of Response: Lord Jesus, even as you established the Sacrament, giving us your 

true body and blood in, with, and under bread and wine for the faithful to eat and 
drink, you did so knowing you would be betrayed and abandoned.  We confess our 
own abandonment of faith and our betrayal of you in thought, word, and deed.  
Forgive us, dear Lord. 

 
Song: “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 
  

Second Reading: Mark 14:32-42 
32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, "Sit here 
while I pray."  33 And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled.  34 And he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to 
death. Remain here and watch."  35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.  36 And he said, "Abba, 
Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but 
what you will."  37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, "Simon, 
are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour?  38 Watch and pray that you may not 
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."  39 And again he 
went away and prayed, saying the same words.  40 And again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him.  41 



And he came the third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 
It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  42 
Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand." 
 
Prayer of Response: Lord Jesus, as you agonized in prayer over the Father's will, your 

disciples fell asleep.  Our spirits are willing, but our flesh is so weak!  Help us dear 
Lord to remain faithful as you remained faithful to the will of the Father. 

 
Song: “Power of the Cross” 
  

Third Reading: Mark 14:43-52 
43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with 
him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.  
44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man. Seize 
him and lead him away under guard."  45 And when he came, he went up to him at once 
and said, "Rabbi!" And he kissed him.  46 And they laid hands on him and seized him.  47 
But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest 
and cut off his ear.  48 And Jesus said to them, "Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to capture me?  49 Day after day I was with you in the temple 
teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled."  50 And they all left 
him and fled.   
 
51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they 
seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. 
 
Prayer of Response: Lord Jesus, we cannot count on our own courage or strength in the 

face of danger.  Forgive us for not trusting in you and assure us that even as we 
falter and flee; your purposes move forward with grace and mercy. 

  
Sermon: "On the night in which he was…" 
  
Prayers of the Church/Lord's Prayer 
 
Stripping of the Altar 

Explanation: Typically Maundy Thursday begins as a joyous and thankful occasion.  It is 
the service in which we celebrate and give thanks for the wonderful gift God has 
given us in the body and blood of Jesus Christ through the meal he has instituted 
for us.  But as we look forward to Good Friday, and certainly as we read of the 
events in Gethsemane, the night quickly turns somber.  The Stripping of the Altar 
are meant, in some small way, to visually connect us to Christ’s humiliation, 
desertion, and suffering.  In the stripped altar we see Christ taken away for 
execution on Good Friday.   

 
Special Music: “When I Survey” 


